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Worldchefs Continental Director Chef Martin Kobald, Immediate Past President Chef James
Khoza, Chairman of the Academy of Chefs Chef Bruce McKay, Directors of SA Chefs, all protocol
observed

Ladies and gentlemen, friends and fellow changemakers,

It is an honour to welcome you to Lunch for a Cause — an occasion close to my heart, and one
that speaks to the very soul of our profession. Today, we gather not just to share a meal, but to
celebrate two noble initiatives that stand as shining examples of what it means to serve with
purpose: Worldchefs Without Borders and Chefs with Compassion. These two organisations
remind us that as chefs, our impact reaches far beyond the plate.

Worldchefs Without Borders is the humanitarian arm of Worldchefs — a global initiative uniting
chefs across continents in times of crisis, bringing relief to communities in need, and using the
universal language of food to uplift lives. From disaster response to hunger alleviation and
educational outreach, this is food as a force for good — a bridge between hardship and hope.

Closer to home, Chefs with Compassion has become a beacon of resilience and love within our
communities. Born in the chaos of the global pandemic, this grassroots movement was born of a
simple yet profound truth: while millions were going to bed hungry, tonnes of good, nutritious food
were being wasted.

Five years ago, in the midst of uncertainty, | received a call that would change my life. A dear
friend said, “There are people out there in need — and we can make a difference.” | didn’t know
what the future held, but | knew | had to act.

With a handful of like-minded chefs, we received our first load of rescued produce. We rallied
volunteers, found a driver, and delivered it to a humble kitchen in the East Rand, where Chef
Carol Madumo graciously welcomed us. That day, we served 300 meals.

What began as an emergency response quickly evolved into something much bigger. Chefs with
Compassion was officially born — not merely an organisation, but a movement built on love,
rooted in purpose, and sustained by people who simply refused to look away.

Five years on, we are proud and humbled to share:
. Over 7 million meals served
. Hundreds of tonnes of food diverted from landfill
. 32 active community kitchens still cooking with compassion every day
. And most importantly, thousands of lives touched by care, dignity, and hope

At this point, | would like to acknowledge a great humanitarian amongst us — Chef Philippe
Frydman.

Chef Philippe was the catalyst who pushed us beyond our comfort zones, who inspired action
when our country and our communities needed us most. Together with Hanneke Van Linge from
NOSH and Mr. Abrahams from Thava Restaurant, he responded immediately to that initial call for
help — not with hesitation, but with heart and courage.
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Chef Philippe was the pioneer who brought us together. A true gentleman. A chef with deep
compassion. He is also an active member of Worldchefs Without Borders, having helped steer aid
across the globe wherever it's needed. No task is too small. No crisis too great. When there is a
call for help, Chef Philippe is there.

In 2021, Worldchefs recognised his unwavering service by honouring him with the Worldchefs
Humanitarian Award — a recognition that speaks volumes of his character and his lifelong
commitment to humanity.

Chef Philippe, we thank you — for your leadership, your humility, your courage, and your enduring
example of what it means to live with compassion. You are, without a doubt, an inspiration to us
all.

| also want to express deep gratitude to all our supporters and sponsors here today. This lunch
would not be possible without your generosity. Your partnership goes beyond financial support —
it's a declaration of belief. Belief in unity. Belief that no one should go hungry. Belief that together,
we can do more, and we can do better.

But let me be clear — our work is far from done.

Hunger is not someone else’s problem. Charity begins at home — and this is our home. These are
our people. These are our communities. The need is real. The time is now.

The impact of our work is not measured in numbers alone. It is measured in the dignity we
restore, the hope we reignite, and the human connections we rebuild. It's in every small act of
kindness that echoes far beyond the kitchen walls, helping to shape a more just and
compassionate world.

So | call on you — the dreamers, the doers, the difference-makers — to step forward. Whether you
give your time, your skills, your resources, or simply your heart, know this: every act matters.
Because when we come together, we rewrite the story of hunger — one meal, one person, one
community at a time.

Let me close with the words of Nelson Mandela, whose legacy continues to guide us:

“What counts in life is not the mere fact that we have lived. It is what difference we have made to
the lives of others that will determine the significance of the life we lead.”

Thank you. Let us continue to lead lives of significance. Let us keep cooking with compassion.
And let us never stop believing in the power of kindness.

Bon appétit — and thank you for being part of this cause.
Thank you.

Co (Plley

Chef Coo Pillay




